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CONSTRUCTING AMODEL FOR SELF-SUFFICIENCY
Four UPRS members were part of a brigade
that traveled from Chicago to Puerto Rico on Dec.
15, 1991. The group participated in the construction of
a country cabin, part of Campamento Madre Isla,
which will officially open this summer in the town of
Adjuntas. This camp is located in La Cordillera
Central, the heart of the mountainous region of Puerto
Rico. The main prcxiuct of the region is coffee. The
camp is an agricultural experiment on self-sufficiency.
Although its coffee plantations have been producing
Cafe Madre Isla (one of the finest coffees available in
the market tcxiay) for several years now, the concept
of the brigades is anew element that promises to bring
success to an already growing process. Future brigades from different towns in Puerto Rico and from all
around the world will travel to Madre Isla to learn
about our people, our struggle and the history of our
beautiful island. These people will learn about and
contribute in the prcxiuction of coffee and other products, such as citrus fruits, poultry and fishery.
UPRS is extremely proud to have helped
build the fourth of a series of cabins which will
eventually house over 50 brigadiers. Lazaro Velasques,

Nery Mangual, Nydia Rivera and Marcos Vilar of
UPRS spent what may have been one of the impacting
experiences of their lives. During their two weeks in
the beautiful town of Adjuntas, they practically lived
off the land. They had no mcxiem facilities such as
electricity, hot water, etc ....
"Despite these hardships ourhostsinAdjuntas,
Alexis Massoll, Tinti Deya, as well as Don Antonio
Cruz Colon and his family, truly did everything in
theirpowerto make us feel at home," said Marcos. "It
was an honorto meet Don Antonio who was one of the
people involved in the Nationalist Insurrection of
1950. Sitting back here in wintery Chicago makes it

seemasifthosetwoweekswespent,macheteenmano,
with Don Antonio and his family was a dream, or a
time warp."
The students themselves provided for the
entire expenses of the trip. Their contribution this
Christmas to Madre Isla, is yet another dimension of
the impact UPRS has had. An impact which spans
over twenty years and thousands of miles from the
Puerto Rican communities here in the united states, all
the way to our island.
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To our readers,
Towards the end of the last term, Q.O.S.
received a letter to the editor "from someone who
takes you (Q.O.S.) up on your encouragement to
make suggestions or contributions."
Far from being a suggestion or a contribution the letter was an attack on Q.O.S., an attack
whichwetookasracistnotonlyuponPuertoRicans
but, all other people of color. We would really like
to publish the letter, because in doing so it would
allow us to show the level of ignorance and racism
we as people are subjected toon a daily basis. There
is only one problem, the letter is an anonymous
racist statement. We would be glad to print it
anyway, it would back up one of our premises about
Amerikkkan society; that it is racist to the core. But
come on! If you have the guts to be racist do so
openly.
It is peculiar, how historically, when
people of color are attacked by racists, it has been
done soin disguise. Why are they so afraid to attack
people of color face to face?
Some people dislike our publication. Other
people do not agree with a lot of what we say, but
most people enjoy our publication. The fact is we
express controversial points of view. The material
you read in Q.O.S. is not part of white north
amerikkkan media. It's mostly written by Puerto
Ricans, Latinos, and Blacks (New Afrikans). No
racist is going to tell us what and how to write. That
brand of freedom of speech is available in the
Tribune and the Times. We all know how well they
cover our side of the story.
Q.O.S. is OUR voiceanditwoulddoeveryone
some good to read it. And you know what? A lot of
peoplereadit. Butdon'tonlyreadit. Understand it!
Comprehend it! Internalize it!
This thing about anonymous racist letters is
ridiculous, but it's to be expected. It's the same thing
the kkk used to do and still does (cover their faces
with a white hood) when they are about to lynch or
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beat a person of color. Wouldn't most people
today consider such a spectacle cowardly?
While some amateurish publications may
consider it proper to publish anonymous letters to
the editors, most respectable publications publish
their letters to the editors (as we do) with the
author's name and other pertinent information
such as city of residence, titles and/or positions,
etc.
Itis our practice in Q.O.S. to print by lines
on our article, particularly when opinions are
involved. When by lines are not present in an
article it's because the article has been the collective
effort of several of our staff (the names of our staff
are all printed in our staff box bellow).
So, if you really want your letterpublished,
unkrwwnracist, stop by our office (E-041) and let
us know your name. Or if you want to know a little
more about us stop by and meet us. You may be
shocked to find out we're a bunch of really nice
people very dedicated to upholding the dignity and
pride of being Boricuas, of being Latinos.
iPUNTO!
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Student Profile...
This issue marks the transition in liieadership of our publication from Cristina Garza to Nery
Mangual. The staff has decided to conduct this month's profile/interview with our outgoing editor and our
incoming editor together. The interview took place towards the end ofJanuary at VIDA !SIDA Clinic in West
Town .
Tells us a little bit about yourselves, a short background description.
Cristina: I was born in Chicago and raised in the area of South
Chicago, many people don 'tknow about this community because
it is so far south. I was raised in a predominantly black
neighborhood, but there was also a large population of Mexican
and Puerto Rican people. South Chicago was the first Mexican
barrio established in this region around the 1920s.
I graduated from Lane Technical High School and
from there I attended Lawrence University fora year. I was bored
with the white, middle class, conservative environment, and
decided that I needed to be with my people and get my hands into
the struggles of my people. As I said, I needed, and still need to
be around my people. I felt like there was nothing for me at
Lawrence, and that I needed to come back to Chicago. That is
how I ended up at Northeastern. I wasn't really sure about
Northeastern at first but two years later I am still here, so I guess
I must have liked it enough to stay.
Nery: I was also born in Chicago. My parents came from Puerto
Rico in the 1950's. My family went to live in Puerto Rico when
I was very young, then we came back to Chicago. For many years
I lived on Campbell and Thomas, in the Humbolt Park and West
Town area. I've lived in this area all my life. I attended Roberto
Clemente High School.
When I was in grammar school, since sixth or seventh
grade, I was involved in gangs, actually all my brothers were,
with the exception of my younger brother. Gang activity is the
result of the injustices of the Puerto Rican people. Our neighborhood is infested with drugs and poverty, not a nice place for
young kids to develop their potentials. As a result of these
realities I dropped out of Clemente my first year.
But things did not improve for me out in the streets. I
began noticing the contradictions surrounding our people contrasting against the rest of society. I decided to go back to
Clemente, and give my education a second chance. I realized that
in order to help my people, this was the only way to start When
I graduated from Clemente I almost made the mistake of going
to Northern. I think the environment there might not have been
as supporting as it is here at Northeastern. I saw the work being
done at Northeastern by UPRS and QOS, and I liked it, I still do.
I wanted to be art of that

Nery Mangual poses in Cayey with friends LaZ1JTo
Velasques and Diana Vasquez, during their trip to Puerto Rico

Nery you represent the Union for Puerto Rican Students and
you Cristina, are now president of Chimexla. What is it that
has motivated you to become active in student organizations
and to actually develop leadership in these organizations?
Cristina: Well, I think that like every other Latino in the United
States, I have been reared to be an apolitical "Hispanic." I think
that going to a school in Wisconsin really helped me to realire the
contradictions of life and the social injustices that Latinos and
other people of color generally have to go through. It's not an
easy process to be politicized (to become conscious), and it hurts
to face these realities. I went through that process of pain, and
I think that many other people have to go through that process
also.
I see one of my goals and responsibilities here to be
raising the consciousness of peoP,le in tpe university and to create
(contznued on next page)
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The Importance of a Clear Identity
by Connie Simonelli
The development of a clear identity is essential
to a healthy quality of life. A fundamental element of
one's self identity is understanding one's culture. Until
most recently, I had been exposed to a limited measure
of my culture. Take for example language.
My family and extended family have always
spoken Spanish in our home, but it has only been in the
last few years that we as a family, have promoted the
learning ofour language, in addition to speaking English.
It was acceptable while I was still very young, for the
children to only learn English. Exposure to our language
is also limited in the mass media, traditional educational
institutions, and most social institutions.
Customs traditions and values are also elements of my culture. Again, it has been my immediate
family who has taught me and celebrated this part of my
culture with me, but in some ways these elements have
been diluted for two reasons, ever increasing exposure
to the 'dominant' culture as well as conflict and lack of
support by the 'dominant' culture.
Other elements are literature, history, and music. I have been educated in the traditional educational
institutions of Chicago. That experience not once
validated me as a Puerto Rican. That experience did not
introduce me or expose me to Puerto Rican writers or
historians. The history I learned nevermentioned Puerto

Rico. The music classes I attended did not introduce or
discuss the roots of my music, not ever. My exposure
to these elements were limited to family reunions in our
home.
Heroes and heroines are also in short supply.
My heroes and heroines were not in the schools orin the
media. The persons I aspired to be like are in my
family. Unless a connection is made, unless the hero
or role model has something you identify with, and
unless the role model has something you want to be
like, the relationship cannot be established.
My family has been helpful to me in learning
and understanding my culture, but there are so many
gaps to be filled. The Juan Antonio Corretjer Puerto
Rican Cultural Center has begun to fill in some ofthose
gaps. The center is a safe environment where I can
practice my culture which in tum helps me to solidify
my identity.
Connie Simonelli is currently employed as a
teacherintheCentrolnfantilConsueloLeedeCo"etjer.
She previously worked as a youth prevention counselor
for Aspira of Illinois. The previous selection was
presented to a group of North American Scholars
during a tour of the Puerto Rican Cultural Center in
December. TheCenterislocatedat1671 NClaremont,
Chicago.

profile continued....
and perpetuate identity not only a political identity but also a
cultural one. Hopefully, my work here will reflect in our
community, making it better, helping it grow and become
stronger.
Nery: l don't see myself as a leader, rather I see myself as one
of a few lucky Boricuas that have made it to college. This is a
problem for my people and if I can change this by being active
in a student organization that seeks to address this problem it is
my duty, my responsibility to participate and be active. To me
it is a filtering process that Latino students, in particular Puerto
Rican students, go through. Some people stress individual
success "that if you believe in yourself and you have all this
confidence, you can make it," that denies the real problem which
is the fact that thousands of our people are being railroaded out
of school into the streets and ultimately straight to prison. It is
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a filtering process that consist of -x amount of Puerto Rican
students graduating from high school, very few of those
heading on to college and -x amount of them finally graduating
from college.
Being at Northeastern I see that the administration is
doing everything possible to derail Puerto Rican/Latino students
from finishing their four years at Northeastern. This situation
motivates me more, and I wouldn't say its leadership in the
classical sense of leadership, but I do believe in taking action
when its needed, what I do consider myself is conscious of my
reality, and that ofour people, and this demands a responsibility in me to make other Latino students, specially Puerto Rican
students conscious of what is going on around us, and to bring
to life what is going on with Puerto Rican people on a national
level, like in New York, Philadelphia, Hartford, or where ever.
(continued on page 12)
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The Impact of Flor de Maga
by Vicky Camiln
On December 13,
1991, a group fromMorovis,
Puerto Rico, Flor de Maga,
performed a concert held at
Northeastern Illinois University. The previous
month, I heard that they
were corning and naturally
the excitement of hearing a
live group play typical music from my island, grew in
me.
People were getting
ready for the event weeks
before. Flyers were being
posted in every comer of
the school. Finally, the day arrived and Flor de
Maga performed. Lazaro introduced me to all the
musicians. They really reached out to the younger
generation. Their songs inspired me and gave me
a will power to keep on going even though times
were pretty tense due to finals and other circumstances.
Additionally, I believe the concert took

place on a perfect day. Students from some area
high schools were corning that day for a tour of the
university, and they too were able to enjoy Flor de
Maga's music. That same day students stopped me
a couple of times asking me about the concert. I
realized then that students, teachers and Northeastern staff members were joining together to share
different experiences and cultures.
The concert served this
purpose because it brought
people together; also, the singing group showed special characteristics of music Latinos like
to hear and the positive message of their 1yrics. As Latinos,
we all have certain singing instincts, but few of us develop
our singing quite as good as
Flor de Maga did. They developed their singing, lyrics, and
music so beautifully thatitmade
me feel as if I were in Puerto
Rico.
( continued on next page) -
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Flor de Maga continued. ..
In conclusion, I give the group a big ten
because I felt that a message of unity was delivered.
Besides a lot of people seemed happy as if that
moment was magical, and the pressures of finals
disappeared at least for a while. In fact, some of the
students said to me that the concert made them think
and realize that happiness is what comes first; moreover, it keeps you going every day of your life. Flor
de Maga made a good impact on those who attended,
they provided the music that made Latino students
come together and find out that we all can do a little
something to make the world better not only for us but
for the next generation.

La Boina de Lana
by Enrique Murillo
Frias horas pase
parado frente a una ventana,
mirando el precio brillante
de una boina de lana.

Dia tras dia, regrese
a mirar el objecto deseado,
una verdadera joya
para un desempleado!
Cuando vi dinero en mi bolsa,
mi compra primera!
Pero poco me duro el gusto,
pues ya era pnmavera.
Chicago, a 20 de Enero de 1992.
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Champaign Conference Sets Agenda for
A Quincentenial of Struggle and Defiance
by Leenger Vargas

On December 6 & 7 there was a conference in
Champaign-Urbana. Thirteen members of UPRS were able
to attend along with hundreds of other university students
from different states. There were many reasons why this
conference took place.
The purpose was to bring together students and
activists from the various national liberation movements
within the u.s. in order to better plan ways of protesting and
denouncing Columbus' legacy of genocide, oppression and
political internment; to network given the limited amount of
time, between the groups so that we can make a difference in
this world, and especially in this country. A commitment
was made to take action and to develop consciousness among
students and among the people that at the present time are
being oppressed, so that they may come to realize, the 500
years of lies, 500 years of Genocide, 500 years of Racism,
colonialism, and 500 years of Oppression, that as "minorities" have had to encounter and continue to face here in
amerikkka. And finally to try to establish a link between
different people and different progressive organizations
throughout the country, in order to infonn each other of our
actions, our progress, and build unity amongst ourselves.

There were panel discussions by leaders of the various movements taking place, such as Vernon Bellecourt of the
American Indian Movement, Dr. Imari Obadele, president of
the Republic of New Afrika, Ricardo Romero, Movimiento de
Liberaci6nNacional Mexicano, andJ ulio Rosado, Movimiento
de Liberaci6n Nacional Puertorriquefw. Many other important organizations were represented (See program printed in
our November 1991 edition).
During the workshops participants were divided into
separate groups, the Puerto Rican Independence workshop, the
Native American workshop, the New Afrikan/Black workshop,
the Chicano(a)-Mexicana(o) workshop, the Asian-American
workshop and the white progressive caucus workshop. It was
in these workshops that in-depth discussion around topics
mentioned in the opening sessions took place.
Those two days we spent in Champaign were spent
productively, aside from experiencing the racism that seems to
engulfplacespredominantlyoccupiedbywhites. Theconference
was rewarding for those that attended. I am grateful that I was
able to attend, and I send a warm regard to my brothers and
sisters throughout the country. ''Free the land!"

From left to right: Jose Cordova, Nery Mangual, Leenger Vargas, Gustavo Hernandez Cristina Garza, Lazaro
Velasques, Zuli, Marcos Vilar, Nydia Rivera, Wilfredo Silva, Liliana Melara, Hector Quetell, and Evelyn Rodriguez.

-

UPRS MARCHE:

Banners, fliers, chants and energetic people walked the streets of Washington, DC. on October 12, 1991 . In
protest of Puerto Rico's continued colonial status, over 3000 people lined the avenues and marched the boulevards,
displaying a site that the city will never forget. Over twelve UPRS members traveled there representing Northeastern
Students, community leaders, professors and parents alike marched side by side in this historic event. Protestors assembled in front of the White House to hear several prominent speakers from the various political movements in
the u.s. speak. Activists from Mexican, Native American and Korean groups were represented. Among the highlights, was a rousing speech from Rafael Cancel Miranda, a veteran leader of the Puerto Rican Independence Movement, who spent 25 years as a political prisoner, and a spectacular performance by Piri Thomas, Puerto Rican poet and
activist UPRS members drove long hours cramped and hungry to go and display their commitment to the struggle.
We made it there and back safely after enjoying the experience of our lives.

-Cristina Garza

~----------------------

·''The tripJoWashington D~C. was jchevere!
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Gustavo A. Hernandez
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"Duringthe ITiarch there Was ijffi11ite union ofet.hnic
groups. You can tell howgfeafthe event was, because
when it rained people stayed."
Myles .
..

1

·J,Th~ Mar¢h •to Washington
D.GJwasthe first Puerto
Ri~nprotciirl:bave ever been
to. The unity of all the Pu~do
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began to march from
Malcohn X parkthr<>µgh
the Ethiopian, AfriciriAmerican and Latino
communities ch*ntirig
ilndependencia pardPyerlo
Rico! and iNi cpn carceI,ii
con balas estalucha Mse
para! The whole march ~as
full of incredible eriefgythat

even though the march was
four miles long we did not.
get tired."
LazaroVelasques

.SHINGTON D.C.
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THIRD WORLD WOMEN:
SPECTACLES OF OPPRESSION
by Cristina Gana
"No one can know all that another is. Culture denies that. The limitation oflanguage denies that.
The signifier, the object, lost in a memory, lost in colonization, but reified in my hermandad. We, the
subjects, write; we the subjects speak. But do you listen? Can you hear?"
-Emma Perez-

m

While standing in the check out line at Osco
the other day, I decided to browse through a copy of
Glamour magazine to pass the time. As I'm flipping
though the pages, a particular article captures my
attention. In the upper right hand corner is a larger than
life picture ofthis "exotic" African woman dressed in
native clothing. She, with her powerful stare, conveyed to me beauty, strength, and power. But that's
not what the article read.
This "poor woman" was a potential
clitorectomy victim. She was hailed for escaping the
savagery of her mother Africa, and going to France
(i.e. European, Western, white, civilized, better) in
order to avoid being forced into having a clitorectomy.
She was the unsung heroine-who denounced the
inhumanity and "backwardness" ofher African nation.
The article explained the atrocities committed against African women by their male counteiparts,
but not once did it mention the travesties performed
against African people, as a whole, by white oppressors, namely, the United States. It failed to mention,
as well, the parallel problems of women here, in the
United States. This type of narrow feminist critique,
which mirrors white supremacy and egoism, is generally evident in the way most First World women
view Third World women.
The Third World is considered a spectacle;
looked at as being"backwards," and hence, "bad." By
looking atit in this way, we fail to see that this attitude
is a social construction of reality; constructed under
the ideology seen as 'Third World horror." As Rey
Chow points out: cameras capture the inhuman
monster and present it to us in the "civilized" world as
a spectacular sight on display .. . the cross cultural
syndrome in which the "third world," as the site ofthe

"raw" material that is "monstrosity," is produced for
the surplus value of spectacle, entertainment, and
spiritual enrichmentfor the "First World." Thus, Third
World women are looked down upon as being the
epitome of an oppressed individual, to be felt sorry for
and helped.
The idea that Third World women are more
oppressed than First World women is true in many
respects, however, it can be distorted. Many women
inteipret things to affirm their supremacy. It should not
be forgotten that male dominance and exploitation of
women exists in the First World. Pornography, rape,
incest, and the like, is rampant in the First World,
sometimes more so than in the Third World. First
World women are looked upon by Third World women
and seen as being in the worst position in some cases;
they are astounded to see how women are degraded and
disrespected in the First World.
Third World women have to deal with so
many problems from day to day, such as where their
next meal is going to come from that they don't have the
opportunity to act on many political issues. But the
misconception is that they don't act. Contrary to what
many may think, there are very strong women organizations and movements in the Third World. Fundamental problems, as a consequence of theirexploitation,
over cloud and impede women issues; problems the
First World does not have to deal with making their
ability to organize and act easier. Thus, with the lack of
time, energy and money to become politicized, the
mere decision to deal with women's issues is a First
World privilege.
First World privilege and white privilege must
be acknowledged. Economic privilege, at the expense
of blood and sweat from the Third World, has allowed
(continued on page 14)
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Reflections About My First Seinester
By Wilfredo Silva
Attending Northeastern has been a positive
influence in my life. It has given me the opportunity
to stand on my own two feet for the first time. I have
had to depend only on myself, and learned thatno one
is going to give me anything other than what I
deserve. I have the responsibility to pick my classes
with little supervision or none at all. It gives me the
opportunity to select the classes in which I am most
interested. Also, I enjoy the freedom of choosing my
own schedule.
An additional dimension this university adds
to my situation is the fact that I am the only one in my
immediate family to have gone to college. This is a
very challenging and difficult position I am in. There
is so much to do. My nieces and nephews see me
doing homework and ask me questions like, what are
youdoing? Isithard? Andiflcanhelpthemdotheir
work. They look at me and say: why are you still in
school? I tell them that I want to get a good job that
I enjoy doing. I feel sort oflike a role model for them
that is why I try so hard in school.
With this responsibility I have to take it upon
myself go for that extra mile and look deep down
inside myself to find out how much information lean
get, so I can pass it along. Having a college education
not only helps you get ahead in life but it also helps
you understand who you are. Eventually you will
decide what you want to be and you will go about
taking the first steps to fulfill your goals. It helps you
decide whether you have the capacity to be a doctor,
lawyer, or any other professional.
The most positive experience this semester
at Northeastern was joining the Union For Puerto
Rican Students (UPRS). When I first came here to
Northeastern I heard through teachers and students
that U.P.R.S. was a political group that was involved
in non-peaceful independence movements. I found
it very hard to believe, that young educated men and
women would do such horrible acts as I was told. So
instead of just hearing about them I decided to go first
hand and check out these "terrorist monsters" I heard
so much about.

To my surprise they are ordinary people. They
are just like me and have the same interest that I do. It
is a shame that our group is labeled by people who do
not know what we are really about. When I first went
to visit the office of Que Ondee Sola, they welcomed
me with open arms. They did not search me nor did
they put on any assignments to kill or destroy. They are
the most friendly people on campus.
Through them I learned things about myself,
my people and my culture, things that are kept out of
our schools. The kinds of things that I have always
wanted to know but did not know where to find. For
example,! did not know thatthe United States went and
invaded Puerto Rico and claimed it as their territory
without consent from us, the Puerto Rican people.
There, at the office of Que Ondee Sola, I met some very
intelligent people who are willing to help you with any
problems that you have or may encounter. Those
negative things that I was told about the group did not
even exist in this organization.
Another positive experience at Northeastern
was when UPRS participated in a social activity at
Alumni Hall. This was International Day when all of
the different ethnic groups sell foods, drinks, and
perform. We definitely had one of the best tables there.
Behind our table we had a mural depicting a typical
country scene from Puerto Rico. Our food gave such
an aroma that it would make your mouth water.
To me U.P.R.S. is a group of people who help
and care for the health and well being of each other.
There is such a bond of brother/sisterhood that no one
person or group can inflict damage on us.
Unfortunately, I have also encountered a few
negative experiences here as well. Towards the end of
the semester there were serious concerns among the
student body about the possibility of a teacher's strike.
It was with these concerns in mind that a group of
students decided to visit President Lamb during his
open office hours. We waited for almost forty-five
minutes past his scheduled hour for students and he still
did not open his office. While students waited, there
was a disturbance at the door of the president's office
(continued on page 13)
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profile continued. ...
Nery: Like Cristina said we have the same struggle (the same
oppressor) but different agendas. The reality of a Puerto Rican
is not the same as that of a Mexican. We work together because
we have the same struggle as far as exploitation, and being an
oppressed people, colonized people. For these reasons we
come closer together, and get to know one another better. The
fact is that the Mexicanos and Puerto Rican are different
although we speak a common language, eventhough we are
true brothers within the Latino family.

Cristina, you are Mexican and Nery, you are Puerto Rican,
in what ways do you think Latinos can work together, in
unity.
Cristina: I think there is no question whether we experience the
same problems; both communities have to deal with being
oppressed and exploited, and in that we find some sort of
unification, in battling those problems. I think that our language
is not valued, and our cultures are not valued by "dominant"
society and that is something like a common thread that we can
struggle around. As people of color we all have a lot of the same
problems, and I think a lot of devices, tactics are used by the
"dominant," society in order to disperse and dilute our power.
I think that it is time that we establish relationships, and
establish coalitions to attack the common problems that we face
here, not only in the university but in society at large. I mean, that
is what the "dominant" society wants: for us to be constantly
battling amongst ourselves, this way we keep our attention away
from trying to tackle those real problems that are out there. So,
I see us workingjointly in all sort of capacities, a lot of networking,
a lot of relationships have already been established, and I think
it is just a matter of taking care of them and allowing them to
grow. We have to work together respecting our differences and
building upon our similarities.
Nery: Well, I think we must first learn about our own history,
then start to work together. It is important for the oppressed to
first learn about who they are as a people, and only then can they
help to liberate themselves.

How do you see Latino students at Northeastern?
Nery: I see possibilities with the Latino student body in terms
of taking our energy and working with that energy. I think the
present situation in this country is forcing people to question
a lot of things. The problems we face will ultimately motivate
Latinos to survive in this hostile environment. It will be a
people's thing. I see Latinos more involved in the near future.
Cristina: I think that a lot of times people tend to look at our
organizations as being radical, militant, or "crazy." They have
this preconceived notion about what we are, without taking the
time to find out about us. Society has long denied the problems
that our community has had to face. I think that a lot of people
are scared to look at reality in the face. They are so caught up
with this "american dream," that someday they are going to
have the piece of the pie they are waiting for. Reality is you
have to take the pie. They are never going to give it to us
whether we face it or not.

Both of you are good friends, you have worked together for
a semester now, and if we are all Latinos, why have a separate
organization?
Cristina: The reason is that we are not the same. We are not a
homogeneous group, as many people believe. The administration or society, you could say, would like to bunch us all together
and stereotype us. I mean that is the whole motive behind the
word ''Hispanic." It homogenizes and lumps us into one group.
We are different, have different agendas and realities, therefore
we need different organizations in order to work on those
agendas. For example a Puerto Rican agenda might be around the
political prisoners, and on Puerto Rican's continual colonial
status, for Mexicanos it's different, one of the agendas can be
reclaiming the territory that was stolen from us by the u.s. Many
people have forgotten that the Southwest was once Mexico's.
The constant struggle around immigration is a Mexican agenda.
Why can Canadians and other European people able to come here
and live, while Mexicans are being picked up, and harassed, and
kept in detention centers under deplorable conditions. There is
no question that we have different agendas, different realities to
address.

What are some of your future plans?
Cristina: To finish at Northeastern and go on to graduate.
school and eventually getting a law degree. Many may criticize
me for wanting to go that route, I know it's that kind of
profession that is founded on the idea of maintaining the social
order, but nonetheless it is a technical skill needed in order to
help my people and the community; help them to help themselves. Formal university degrees should be used as a vehicle
to help the community, not just for personal gain. Basically I
see myself as a student for the next years to come. Oh! But I'll
always be an activist, a die hard activist.
Nery: Recently, I went to visit Alicia Rodriguez, who is a
Puerto Rican Prisoner of War, currently held at Dwight Penitentiary, in Illinois. Something I brought out with me from that
visit was a sense of urgency with respect to the need to
successfully develop a campaign to free her and the other
Puerto Rican POWs. Another thing that is very important is to
continuemyeducation. Ialsoseemyselfhelpingthecommunity.
Within that context I'm particularly concerned with our youth,
making sure that they are conscious of their environment. As
long as there are people that are dedicating work to improve our

m

( conlinued on page 15)

QUE

Reflections continued....

0NDEE SOLA

r

I

which ended in the President
pushing a friend of mine away
from the door. When he finally
opened the door to his office he
did not have any concrete answers to the student's questions.
What really shocked me was
when he was asked why he
pushed the student, he had the
arrogance to state "he was in the
wayofthedoor." Herewehave
the President of the school assaulting a student and nobody
questioned his actions. Had the
shoe been on the other foot- had
45 minutes past tire scheduled time students wait to discuss
the president been the one as- _!;c::,on:.:::c~e::.:,r:.:.n::!.s.:::w::.:;it::;h::.;P~T<:.:e~s=ide::::.:,:n::.t;;;L:,:a;;,:,m:,;;b:....._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
saulted, the student would have been expelled from the
president of the school received a very pretty pay
school indefinitely and immediately. It is a shame that
raise, a new car, and had his brand new kitchen
I as a freshman at the University had to witness such
remodeled. What happened to the lack of funds?
an act of discrimination. That this act of aggression
Getting an education will certainly bring
took place on a state funded property is an outrage.
many obstacles along with it, such as discrimination.
Some people actually took it upon themselves to lie for
But an education helps you to overcome any weakthe president without knowing what really happened,
ness that you may have while at the same time it helps
without actually being there and witnessing the inciyou bring out strengths that you never realized that
dent.
you have. My goal is to become a broadcaster for a
Another important experience at Northeastradio station. This has been a long time dream that I
~rn was having my eyes opened to aspects of my
have had since I was about ten years old. In order for
history that seem to have been purposely lost, so we
me to accomplish this goal I have to take special
would never learn about them. It concerns Puerto Rico
classes, go to a special school that is known for
and the struggle for independence. I feel that if the
broadcasting. I might go to Columbia College. One
United States of America can go to Iraq (half way
thing is for sure: I will have to put in a lot of time and
around the world) and fight, and put the life of hundedication into my work.
dreds of thousands of Americans, Afro-Americans,
Another way I will be able to establish my
Latinos, and Asian people on the line in a war that was
goal of becoming a broadcaster is with the help from
not our war, why can't our people be free? The U.S.
teachers, counselors, and students who have already
supported and helped Lithuania achieve independence
been through the same things I will be going through.
then why not help our nation get its wish to be free like
They can help me by tutoring me and letting me ask
everyone else?
different kinds of questions, also by guiding me
I feel there is discrimination against "minorithrough it. For if nothing else, I have learned during
ties" here at Northeastern, and this bothers me. Such
my first semester with UPRS at Northeastern that
as the case of Professor Jose Lopez, his class might be
working together we can reach our goals and accancelled because of alleged lack of funds. The
complish what may at first seem impossible.
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Third World Women continued. ..
First World women the possibility to politicize their
lifestyles, or at the very least to enact them. Financial
autonomy, higher education, and a sense of belonging to
a superior society all contribute to that possibility.
Third World women are posited against Third
World men, when the analysis should be taken on a
larger spectrum. The entire system must be understood,
with political, social, and economic variables taken into
account. Cheryl Johson-Odim agrees, "while it is true
that oppression ofimpoverished and marginalized EuroAmerican women is linked to gender and class relation,
that of Third World women is linked also to race,
relations and often imperialism. These added dimensions
produce a different context in which Third World
women's struggles must be understood."
Imperialism and colonization often times reduces the Third World woman's importance and often
relegates her to a subservient, submissive role. First
World women, because of this and their need to see
things in relation to equality of rights, see them as
overwhelmingly oppressed and unequal. As Chow
states, "the Chinese woman [Third Woman woman],
who is forever caught between patriarchy and imperialism, disappears as a matter of course ... and the way
Western feminism imposes its own interests and methodologies on those who do not inhabit the same sociohistorical spaces, thus reducin_g the latter to a state of
reified silence and otherness."
While it is true, there is sexual inequality, I
doubt Third World women would want to be equal to
their men. Why would they want a fair share of their
brother's oppression? The answer is not just to have
sexual egalitarianism, but equal access to resources,
resources that the First World controls. According to
Odim, "In underdeveloped societies it is not just a
question of internal distribution of resources, but of their
generation and control; notjust equal opportunity between
men and women, but the creation of opportunity itself;
not only the position of women in society, but the
position of the societies Third World women find
themselves."
Why not get to the root of the problem? Many
First World women can't do that because that would
mean acknowledging that they too contribute to the
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oppression of Third World women. This means they
would have to understand, as Odim states, that "internationally orchestrated exploitation bears on the oppression of women in the Third World as much as patriarchy
does in their societies."
First World feminists have this paternalistic
attitude that they are going to save the Third World from
their oppression. They will protect them and show them
the way. To be protected, women of color must go under
what white women depict them to be, under their definitionoffeminismand what it means to bea woman. By
affirming that women of color are silenced by their men,
and therefore must be helped out, white women perpetuate
women of color's special victim status.
The Third World does not need the First World,
the white knight in shining armor, to save them or protect
them. Third World women must be allowed to solve
theirown problems and define theirrealities. They must
be allowed to speak, but they must also be listened to.
The First World, says Russo "must learn to listen to the
anger of women of color and be similarly outraged."
They are not weak, meek, passive women.
They know what to do, and how to win, but at THEIR
game and by THEIR rules. They can't deny that they are
oppressed, more than most white women, however,
their oppression, and their resistance to it, must be seen
in its own context.
Third World women have not had a voice in
history. They have been spoken about, written about,
spoken at but never spoken with or listened to. They
have been told their problems and given solutions. They
have been criticized and pitied.
Third World feminists are now creating a
feminism, defining a comprehensive and inclusive
ideology and movement that incorporates, yet transcends gender-specificity. They are defining a feminist
theory that is acceptable and relevant to Third World
Women, who do not only suffer from patriarchy, but
also the consequence of white supremacy, imperialism,
and economic exploitation. There needs are being
articulated through the construction of relevant theory
that goes beyond the mere criticism of First World
Women. Third World women can no longer be spectacles
of oppression for First World feminists.
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community there has to be
confidence that things can
improve. Working with the
community is not like a
regular job it is a responsibility that we have.
Cristina: Nery and I have
had conversations before
and I think that that is a
concern we share. Basically we don't see us just
educating ourselves but
those that are coming after
us, those who we interact
with on a daily basis. Our
struggles will not be as hard
if we start teaching our kids
who they are, about their
history about and their culture. You know it is not a
matter of trying to make
them like us, it is just a
Cristina Garza next to her brother Rob, chatting with Rev. Jose A. Torres, "Viejo"
matter of teaching them to be critical thinkers, not to just absorb
You hear Bush talk about "Human Rights" and you hear him
infonnation and regurgitate it, like our school system teaches
say that the u.s. is the protector and the champion of "Human
them to do.
Rights," and at the same time the u.s. holds the highest
percentage of its people behind bars. When you add to this the
What do you think of the present situation in the u.s.?
fact that 70% of the prison population in this country is Black
Cristina: It is dismal (she laughs), I mean Latinos don't have
and Latino you are adding the racist element this society tries
very many resources, not many paths that we can take - we lack
to hide by placing assimilated tokens, such as Collin Powell and
alternatives. Either you become a "Hispanic," a peon, or you 're
Clarence Thomas, on public pedestals. You have to look at
relegated to being gettoized. There aren't many programs to
both sides of the coin.
really helps us, there are always brakes for the "upper" class and
I think that Puerto Ricans, Native Americans, Blacks
"middle" class. Problems are growing and as they do, the
(New Afrikans), Mexicans and other people are becoming
"lower" class' problems get worse and greater.
more conscious of these things and are now willing to act about
Unfortunately people have to be pushed in order to do
it, to throw away that concept of this country's legitimate
stuff, and I think that the current situation in this country is
claims of existence.
pushing them, so I expect positive things to come about in the
future, and the people doing things to solve their problems
Throughout your talk there is this feeling that although
because it's obvious that the government does not care.
they are the same struggle, there are different reasons for
Nery: Well, I think that like most empires, like the Roman
those struggles, so with that in mind how important is unity
empire, this country will fall, and that is one thing that is going
among people of color?
to affect a lot of people. You see, too many people take this
Cristina: Well, without it we can't go anywhere. although
country forits face value, in other words for what they see on TV.
there is a good amount of participation from each other their
If the TV says things are bad it's really that they are extremely
still needs to be more unity among us.
Nery: l think that it is very important that there be unity among
bad People can't take the fact that the u.s. is a fast declining
us. We have to overcome a lot of the prejudices we have of each
world power.
other and appreciate each other better through appreciating and
For me it is very important that we be conscious, for
respecting our cultures and our beliefs.
example: nobody is talking about the prison problem in the u.s.

Don Antonio Cruz Col6ngrew
up in the town of Jayuya, Puerto
Rico. He has dedicated all his life
to the struggle of our island's
freedom. When he was a young
man he met Dr. Pedro Albizu
Campos, who inspired thousands
of Puerto Ricans like himself to
defend our nation's honor from the
cultural and genocidal pillage it
was subjected to by the u.s.
Don Antonio joined the Nationalist Pany, and in 1950, he
played an important role in the
historic "Grito de Jayuya" (Nationalist Insurrection). He was
captured by the National Guard
and seived a 22 year sentence as a
political prisoner. Not once in his
life has Don Antonio Cruz Col6n
stopped struggling for the ideals of
freedom so dear to anyone who
loves their country. He currently
lives in the town of Adjuntas with
his wife Gladys, and three children, Zenaida, Pedro, and Tofiito.
For UPRS it was an honor to
meetthislegendaryfigureofPuerto
Rican history and to meet his beautiful family. Their hospitality and
humble pride was a gift we will·
cherishtherestofourlives. Gracias

por todo Don Antonio y familia.

